UD Continues Link with Sierra Leone for Electricity Feasibility Study and Cultural Exchange Proposal by unknown
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
8-3-1990
UD Continues Link with Sierra Leone for
Electricity Feasibility Study and Cultural Exchange
Proposal
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
"UD Continues Link with Sierra Leone for Electricity Feasibility Study and Cultural Exchange Proposal" (1990). News Releases. 7089.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/7089
Story ideas for print and broadcast media 
August 3, 1990 
UD CONTINUES LINK WITH SIERRA LEONE ELECTRICITY 
FEASIBILITY STUDY AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROPOSAL 
After returning from a 16-day investigative trip to Sierra Leone -- an 
action-packed journey that included sharing a hotel with Liberian rebels 
three University of Dayton representatives hope UD can establish closer 
ties with the West African country. The purpose of the trip was to conduct 
a feasibility study for generating hydro-power in small villages and 
communities throughout the country, and to explore the likelihood of a 
study abroad program between UD students and Sierra Leone. 
"In a world that is getting smaller every day, students don't know 
where they will get a job. Cultural exchange programs prepare students for 
endless possibilities and opportunities," said Julius Amin, assistant 
professor of history at UD and a Dayton resident. "I think it would offer 
students an opportunity of a lifetime. UD's involvement in this country 
can make a difference." Amin and Timothy Spraggins, assistant director of 
minority affairs at UD and a Dayton resident, met with faculty at the 
University of Sierra Leone to discuss the exchange program. 
The July 12-27 trip was funded, in part, by UD, the Southwestern 
Consortium Of Higher Education (SOCHE) and Starfish, Inc., a local non-
profit organization that focuses on international development. 
George Shaw, associate professor of engineering and engineering 
mechanics at UD and a resident of Oakwood, met with government officials to 
discuss the development of generating hydro-power in Sierra Leone. "There 
are several options to bring power into the area from other sources," he 
said. "They could build a dam, add a hydro-power station or bring power in 
from 40 to so miles away." 
This is not the University of Dayton's first exposure to Sierra Leone. 
Two faculty representatives-- Brother Phil Aaron, S.M., and Sister Nancy 
Bramlage, S.C., along with other Dayton civic and business leaders traveled 
with Congressman Tony Hall on a fact-finding tour in April 1989. The 
University of Dayton's Honors Program sent a group of students to Sierra 
Leone in August 1989 to develop a plan for linking resources at the 
University of Dayton and the metropolitan Dayton area with specific 
infrastructure, education and health needs in the country. In January 
1990, the students produced a 137-page document outlining problems in the 
country and recommended solutions. 
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